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Hook, Sidney. 
Mar. 14, 1946. 


One more book has been added the expanding shelf 
“liberal education”. Naturally, the author feels that 
this book necessary. the introduction avers, 
“Whatever liberal education is, few American colleges 
offer it. and large they present confused picture 
decayed classical curriculums, miscellaneous social science 
offerings and narrowing vocational programs—the whole 
unplanned and unchecked leading ideas” (p. xi). 


Not being apologist for any church, Sidney Hook finds 
defining the ends education under sev- 
eral categories. says himself, “It not 
draw list educational ends which most edu- 
cators who are not open apologists for political re- 
ligious church will subscribe independently their philo- 
sophical allegiance” (p. Somehow other these ends 
are related the nature man “in terms develop- 
ber society” and personality character”. 


brief chapter devoted such current misappre- 
hensions the nature man are propagated 
“Mr. Hutchins” and others. However, the author con- 
cedes that, Sheen and Maritain are more 
with than their epigoni Chicago and else- 
where. But all them owe proof that the immortal 
soul, defined them, exists. far not shred 
valid experimental evidence has been adduced warrant 
belief its existence. fact the achievements genuine 
knowledge about human nature medicine, biology, 
psychology and history have been largely won bitter 


against obstacles set the path scientific in- 
quiry believers supernatural soul” (p. 21). 
chapter “Society and Education” learn that 


a“ . . ” 
education always serves society some way” although 


not everywhere “in the same way”. Thus: “Even 
politically undemocratic society, education can achieve, 
and has achieved significant things. has bolstered 
decaying social order strengthening allegiance unde- 
fined symbols that are skillfully associated with scepter 
and crown church institutions. has knit together 
the most diverse elements population crusades and 
wars” (p. 36). 


chapter “American Society and 
the “rich curricular material” suggested the arguments 
pro and con the “control our corporate economy the 
interest private profit rather than public welfare” 
(p. 58). There insight the author’s views 
what American economy should be. There also sym- 
pathetic treatment Progressive Education. 


The chapter “The Content Education” should 
interest educators. The author does not dogmatize 
too great detail, but does have answer the 
question, What should teach? Briefly summarized 
his own words, “selected materials from the fields 
mathematics and the natural sciences, social studies, 
including history, language and literature, philosophy and 
logic, art and music” (p. 105, 106). 


The last few pages this chapter, under the sub-heading 
“Religion” are some respects the most interesting 
the book. Here find very striking (if not convincing) 
apologetic for the absence religion from the curriculum. 
Space will permit the quotation only few significant 
excerpts. “There one course study whose absence 
from the minimum indispensables liberal education 
would not have needed justify generation ago. 
because widely organized campaign for its intro- 
duction into public schools and colleges, something must 
said it” (p. “Nor can the compulsory study 
these subjects justified the worthy desire elevate 
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character and improve moral behavior. the study 
religion and theology prerequisite the achievement 
these Have they monopoly the dis- 
covery and effective teaching moral The history 
moral insight from Socrates Dewey, from Epicurus 
Santayana, refutes the claim. Neither the meaning nor 
the validity moral ideals rests supernatural founda- 
tions. More, there evidence, that even belief 
the existence the supernatural essential condition 
for public order private Whoever holds 
the opinion that religious education either necessary 
sufficient condition for the prevention crime, does 
defiance available statistics the subject” (p. 


108, 109). 


chapter “The Centrality Method” next 
order. Emphasis placed upon “critical method” 
“scientific method”. Such critical evaluation, according 
the author, “must pervade the curriculum the funda- 
mental allegiance both teacher and student. Every 
other commitment must prepared accept its chal- 


lenge and undergo trial careful scrutiny before can 
responsibly held” (p. 112, 113). 


There are three more chapters the book proper. Under 
the heading Program for Education” the author pro- 
poses his own “model” program for the liberal arts col- 
lege. “Education toward Vocation” expounds his 
philosophy the integration certain amount voca- 
tional education with liberal education and defends 
something that has more less always obtained and 
less required today for complete education. “After 
all, the better part one’s waking hours spent earn- 
ing living unless one man leisure, prize fighter 
college president” (p. 160). this point, course, 
again finds himself conflict with “Mr. Hutchins”. 
The concluding chapter, “The Good the best 
the book and the opinion this reader far 
above the level the book whole. should find 
wide acceptance printed separate pamphlet. 


appendix the book there reprinted article 
which appeared about two years ago The New Leader. 
Its title, Critical Appraisal the St. John’s Curricu- 
lum” sufficiently descriptive. 


extended comments are necessary. you like treatises 
abnormal psychology, possibly this book may appeal 


you. 
Edward Stanford, O.S.A. 
Augustinian College, 
Washington 17, 


Root, Waverly. Casablanca Katyn. Scribner’s. Mar. 


18, 1946. 484p. $5.00. 


Actually this book Volume III The Secret History 
the War, the same author. Reviews Volumes 
and appeared Best Sellers February 15, 1945. The 
first two volumes covered the less well known phases 
the war, especially the diplomatic sphere, from August 
1939 December 1942. The present volume con- 
cerned with the period between the Casablanca confer- 
ence, which opened January 14, 1943, and the con- 
troversy over the so-called Katyn incident, which discus- 
sion began April 13, 1943. refresh lagging memories, 
may mentioned that this debate arose because the 
Germans accused the Russians murdering about 8,500 


Best 


Polish officers who had been seized the Russians, and 
who had subsequently disappeared. April 13, 1943 
mentioned above, the Berlin radio declared that 
thousand Polish officers had been found mass graves 
the forest Katyn, near Smolensk, western Russia. 


Those who read the first two volumes will find that the 
latest volume written much the same way and 
much the same spirit its predecessors were 
Mr. Root, well known newspaper correspondent, who 
one time represented many nine newsgathering 
ganizations, has collected tremendous amount ma. 
terial. Just how reliable his statements are, time 
debatable. seldom gives any footnotes, nor reveals 
any other way the sources his information. 
contention that much this material secret nature 
and accordingly its origin can not revealed, even 
this rather late date. 


this third volume, his dislike the Germans 
even more clear than the preceding volumes. 
considered opinion that the Germans were never even 
understand classical civilization, much less appre 
ciate it. Even evidence German prowess philolog 
and similar studies leaves him unimpressed, since 
lieves that the Germans studied the remains earlier 
civilization, without developing any love for them with. 
out making any effort contribute civilization. 
ever intellectual life there was Germany was associated, 
the opinion Mr. Root, with military affairs. 
thing not related the military ideal was killed the 
Nazis, after 1933. Nazi education became the worst 
Europe, since was divorced from any desire stimulate 
the intellect. The result was that the Nazis lagged 
such field medicine, which one time the 
Germans had been world renowned. times, the 
thor practically admits that the rank and file German 
were helpless, since the Gestapo agents could not 
brought into court, even charges murder were mad 
against them. The secret police were accountable only 
Hitler, and were Hitler’s agents first, and Germans 
all. 


The author complains Volume III did Vol 
ume Allied tactics North Africa. Giraud’s con 
tribution given small consideration; Gaulle stil 
Root’s hero. Our diplomatic voice North Africa, 
Murphy, severely castigated, principally the scor 
that not well balanced. 


The author still very friendly Russia. blames 
Poles for the trouble which has developed between 
and Russia. believes that the Russians were practicall 
justified taking the Baltic nations Lithuania, Latvia 
and Esthonia. However, admits that the elections 
were subsequently held there, and which seemed 
dicate marked preference for Communism, were 
farcical. extended treatment given the Katyr 
incident. The charges made against the Russians are pre 
sented. Likewise, the charges that the Russians 
against the Germans, the effect that the Germans 
murdered the Polish officers, are clearly 
author does not state his decision the matter, 
seems rather unmoved the evidence 
Russians. argues repeatedly that the Germans 
use this incident drive wedge between the Russian 
and the other allies. Seemingly, seems believe 
makes little difference whether the Russians did dit 
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not murder the Polish officers. 
offended. 


used have harsh word for this attitude. believe 
was called 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Seifert, Shirley. Captain Grant. 
1946. 606p. $3.00. 


This study, novel form, the younger years Ulysses 
Grant the author’s attempt show the develop- 
mental background the famous 
which was formed the quietly stubborn per- 
sistence characteristic Grant action. The story 
begins 1838 shortly before his entrance West Point 
and ends with his acceptance the colonelcy 
volunteer regiment 1861. 


Ulysses Grant had desire enter his father’s tannery 
Ohio. Jesse Grant, uncompromising Puritan business- 
man, was not one permit someone arrange his 
son’s life. Ulysses wanted raise horses; Jesse secured 
for him appointment West Point. Ulysses had 
desire for military career; his father’s decision was final. 
West Point there was the usual hazing, the unremitting 
drudgery and discipline thought necessary the training 
soldier. Grant became proficient Mathematics and 
horsemanship. became more proficient stubbornly 
overcoming all obstacles his path but without any 
braggadocio, fact, rather quiet and humble way. 
had hoped graduate with commission the 
dragoons but since there were vacanicies was sent 
the infantry regiment stationed Jefferson Barracks 


St. Louis. 


St. Louis Ulysses met Julia Dent, sister his friend 
and classmate Fred Dent, and fell inarticulately love 
with her. Poised and calm, Julia had been reared 
member slave owning Southern family and was far 
beyond the reach penniless young subaltern. But 
then came the Mexican war and Grant achieved success 
providing and organizing the mule powered transporta- 
tion and supply system. also distinguished himself 
battle and the war ended was full Lieutenant 
Infantry. From the war returned marry Julia Dent, 
taking her then army pest Sackett’s Harbor and 
then leaving her St. Louis while crossed the Isthmus 
Panama the long trip California and garrison 
duty the Northwest. 


Returning California Captain resigned his com- 
mission over dispute long-standing with Lt. Col. 
Buchanan and left the Army. Then followed several 
years developing Julia’s dower farm, which called 
Hardscrabble, and brief period unsuccessful part- 
ner real estate business. Finally had beg his 
father for assistance and was sent aid his brothers 
leather business Galena. secession became 
the order the day and Lincoln called for volunteers 
Grant attempted rejoin the army but was refused. 
Finally accepted commission volunteer regiment 
which point the story ends. 


The author’s characterization Grant depicts him 
quiet, humble man, slowly grown confident his own 
ability, loving his wife and children dearly, direct ac- 
tion, considerate, kind and helpful. His alleged alco- 


Lippincott. Apr. 24, 


Seifert Fowler Maass 


holism glossed over under the pretext that even small 
amounts liquor affected him severely. Whether not 
this characterization correct question for experts 
matters historical. Certainly consistently logical, fair 
and just and although not authoritative least pleasant 
reading. The inclusion some bits profanity three 
four occasions the only objectionable feature. The 
book suitable for adults. 


Fowler, Gene. Solo Tom-Toms. 


19, 1946. 390p. $3.00. 


This report what happened Gene Fowler, author 
The Great Mouthpiece and Good Night, Sweet Prince, 
from his birth Denver 1890 until his settlement 
New York City and first meeting with his father, thirty 
years later. What happened Fowler might have hap- 
pened three-quarters the population the United 
States—practically nothing—and result the book may 
prove popular with those who like calm useless 
reminiscences. contains sketches relatives (some 
them well done: Bible-quoting grandmother and gold- 
seeking grandfather), recounts early reactions school, 
interest hobbies, bout with smallpox, running errands, 
seeing the local heroes their old age watching head- 
liners pass through, suffering puppy love, and getting 
job. These are everyone’s experiences, but they remain 
interest only the narrator unless exceptional 
storyteller. Fowler not. not even good psycho- 
says himself, lacked the effective 
weapons disciplined intellect”. there little 
explanation the minor incidents minor career. 


Viking. 


April 


least the biography not the boastfully immoral 
type, frequent from newspapermen. The family lived 
near the red-light district Denver, and the boy often 
delivered store-orders there; there are touches vulgar 
humor and scattered realistic phrases. Fowler’s vice was 
gambling, and reports painfully every loss. The 
book not even catalogue celebrities, though there 
are brief descriptions the judicial Ben Lindsey (before 
became philosopher), the overly youthful Paul 
Whiteman and the shy Jack Dempsey the beginning 
his career. certainly not study journalism, for 
Fowler seems have worked various papers, but not 
have seen what was happening there the world 
about him. This lack observation, and lack sense 
proportion, may explain why has enlarged unim- 
portant details, built chapters cut sentence and book 
out one article normal magazine length. Readers 
who like homespun gossip and frontier humor, and who 
not care how many pages intervene between ideas, may 
not bored the reviewer. 


x 


Maass, Edgar. Imperial Venus. 


1946. $3.00. 


Paoletta Buonaparte became Bonaparte when the 
family became otherwise Gallicized after their flight from 
Corsica escape the danger their countrymen’s ven- 
geance because their adherence the French. Napo- 
leon engineered that flight but could little help the 
family during their stay Marseilles the height the 
Revolution. Pauline was wilful, sensuous, 
dreamy child with the same clannish sense family 
which marked her brother. She developed quickly 
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those times madness with the family barely surviving 
until Napoleon became general. Then followed affluence 
with Pauline engaged the notorious Freron and dream- 
ing her first glittering dreams Paris. Napoleon married 
Josephine Beauharnais and Pauline 
precipitating crisis the Bonapart family which was 
last for years. Then Freron lost power and Napoleon 
forced Pauline break her engagement. 


Italy, Napoleon was beginning the long list victories 
and tasting the fruits power. brought the family 
visit him and married Pauline the young general 
Italy Pauline began identify herself with 
the pagan Venus and used her beautiful body attract 
men. Then Napoleon went Egypt return unsuccess- 
fully the news Josephine’s infidelities. Pauline and 
the family made desperate but unsuccessful attempt 
dispose Josephine. Followed the last gasp the Revo- 
lution with Napoleon seizing power first Consul and 
Pauline sent Haiti with LeClerc who was quell the 
negro revolt. died and Pauline returned 
Europe and her son Dermid. She was married immedi- 
ately the impotent Prince Borghese and Dermid died 
shortly after. this time her self-identification with 
paganism was great that she posed for nude statue 
Venus. Then came the Empire and the intensification 
the feud between Pauline and Josephine. Napoleon’s 
success reached its peak; did the sensuousness 
Pauline’s life. from her husband she sought 
many lovers the key content and happiness but 
could find neither. 


Pauline and the Bonapartes finally won out and Josephine 
was exchanged for Marie-Louise. Then came the Russian 
campaign, defeat and exile Elba. There Pauline found 
purpose life accompanying and ministering her 
brother. Her emptiness soul returned when Napoleon 
left Elba return France and she finally recognized 
that all her unrest was flight from sinful love 
Napoleon. Thereafter she passed her life peacefully ex- 
cept for act vengeance Castlereagh, the English 
prime minister who had sent Napoleon die St. 
Helena. 

Mr. Maass’ psychological dissection Pauline Bonaparte 
devious and complicated one but particularly suited 
the dramatic type historical novel which produces. 
Sex runs rampant throughout this story Pauline’s life; 
illicit liaisons are too numerous mention; vulgar ob- 
scenities are found several occasions (pp. 25, 26, 182). 
There are several references the Church and Napoleon 
which are inaccurate historically 201 and 389. 
Blasphemy can found All all the book 
would seem suitable only for mature adult readers. 


Niggli, Josephina. Mexican Village. University North 


Caroline Press. 1945. $3.00. 

ten chapters, each separate story and all together 
novel, Miss Niggli professes “give authentic picture 
Hidalgo. Miss Niggli Monterrey and San 
Antonio and also Hidalgo. Every page the book 
breathes intimate knowledge and sympathetic understand- 
ing life Mexican village. true, but idealized, 
romantic picture. 
the main thread among the ten tales, Bob Webster the 
Yankee during ten years changes from “outlander” 
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native. -He comes Hidalgo after World War 
quarry master, takes shrewd witch woman house. 
keeper, and the second most beautiful girl the valle 
his mistress, Candelaria Carvajal. Alejandro Castillo 
the youngest son the richest man town, becomes 
bosom friend. Alejandro marries for family but keeps 
mistress the most notorious girl the valley, Maria, the 
beautiful outcast the River Road. Throughout, Bot 
secretly carries “the torch” for her, too. When 
dies, and his wife pushes Maria over cliff, Bob broken. 
hearted. Further, when Alejandro’s older brother Joaquir 
returns and seems dislike Bob, Bob decides leave 
the Monterrey learns both that himself 
the heir the Castillo estate and that the deserted 
Candelaria well the people are angry his 
returns, loses rope duel Joaquin, becomes friend 
with Joaquin, tears the title the estate, takes Can. 
delaria back his mistress, and stays accepted 
native. 

That the main story. Each chapter usually embodies 
love story its own, well typical feature 
village life, such funeral one, cockfight, wed. 
ding, courtship prominade, bullfight, lover’s serenade 
each the others. Though there are many love 
each remarkably original and different. One the 
best and most amusing stories the book “The Street 
the Three Crosses” about Porfirio (pp. Amus 
ing and significant “The Street the Canon” (pp. 
219) which girl and boy, and the parish priest; 
with the help cockfight and statue Caesar, settle 
bitter feud. Throughout, the parish priest lovable 
and influential waging constant and 
creasingly successful campaign against remnants Indian 
paganism and witchcraft. 


somewhat unwholesome story that “The River 
Road” (pp. 305-366) which about Maria, the beautiful 
outcast and secret mistress Alejandro, and the secret 
passion Bob Webster. Morally she adulteress, 
and Alejandro adulterer. Yet the story one comes 
feel that she wronged angel, the wife cruel 
cat, and noble martyr who married his wife please 
his father and admired for then 
cohabitation out loyalty Maria. short, the “other 
woman” made lovable, and any adulteress and 
could not help taking comfort from this story. That both 
Maria and Alejandro die young, does not counteract 
sinful loveliness. 

The book charming style. profusion 
proverbs and folk sayings, captures the speech the 
people marvellously and charmingly. 


romantic, not realistic naturalistic book. There 
are crude expressions. Sin mentioned, not described. 
The background the typical picturesque occasions 
Mexican life, such weddings, bullfights and 
are richly portrayed. But the daily life and hardships— 
food, drink, dress, work conditions—are barely suggested. 


the whole, sympathetic, idealized life Mexico 
Poverty, drinking, gambling, lying, cheating, superstition, 
women fist fighting, men duelling and stabbing, the 
standard morality, the constant need chaperoning 
are all indicated prevalent, but such way 
meke them part charming pattern village life 
From sociological reader could accurately judge 
can life crude, poverty-stricken, and 
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where even brides can’t afford wear shoes and where 
the mistress rich man more honored than 
the poor one. But the average reader will 
just enjoy the story and think Mexican life sweet and 
charming. pastoral picture—in which even poverty 
does not look poor, and where life begins with courtship, 
and where children are neither seen nor heard. 


technique and style fine, perhaps exceptional 
book, certainly promising one. Culturally, detract- 
ing from its claim greatness the unfortunately sym- 
pathetic treatment Bob Webster’s life sin with Can- 
delaria, and Alejandro’s adultery with Maria. The book 
pictures these they look Mexican village folk. But 
their viewpoint not only immoral, the greatest cul- 
tural-ethical flaw the whole Latin-American civiliza- 
tion, this double standard sex morality. great novel, 
presenting this viewpoint, must also manage portray 
vile and ugly, not romanticize it. 


However, most the component stories are outstand- 
ing charm and wholesomeness, all them present the 
big events Mexican life authentically, the touch 
Christianity felt throughout, that spite the 
romanticizing the uglier phases Mexican village 
culture, the book can read profitably and entertain- 
ingly every adult. 


Earth Could Fair. 


Dial. Apr. 


Van Paassen, Pierre. 
$3.75. 
Van Paassen achieved marked degree popularity with 
his Days Our Years and That Day 
ably fewer sales were achieved The Forgotten Ally. 
The last mentioned volume was primarily criticism 
England for not having recognized what van Paassen con- 
sidered the rights the Jewish people home 
Palestine. this fourth book, the author returns the 
autobiographical style his first and second 
ing with his school days Gorcum, Holland, ends the 
story with the final days World War II. The book was 
finished “Reformation Day, October 31, 1945” (p. 
attempt made maintaining strictly chron- 
ological account world events. fact, the author 
times disregards the events being discussed and indulges 
many paragraphs and even pages philosophical ques- 
tioning and discussion. Almost anything and everything 
may found those musings, but most the observa- 
are penetrating. 


the first section the book the author, recently or- 
dained minister the Unitarian Church, caustically 
recounts the educational procedures used the Calvin- 
istic village Gorcum. Much attention directed 
his Catholic friend, Alfons Boogaert, and also 
Jewish friend, David Dalmaden. Those familiar with 
van Paassen’s earlier books will recall that not 
great admirer the Catholic Church. would perhaps 
say that likes Catholics and dislikes Catholicism. This 
attitude well revealed various passages descriptive 
Alfons Boogaert’s mother: “She possessed virtue that 
scarcely believed Protestants exist modern 
Roman Catholicism: she had faith. the Protestant 
sects believed inner piety had long ago been 
teplaced the Roman communion mere automatic 
performance her faith rose above all 
dogmatic conceptions and ecclesiastical limitations” (p. 


Van Thompson 


97). Although the young van Paassen liked his friend 
Alfons Boogaert, adds that Alfons was “the most un- 
thinking, the most unphilosophical, men ever met. 
believed whatever was told him the priests, 
what read books approved them. miracle 
the Acta Sanctorum was too far fetched for him. 
swallowed without questioning” (p. 103). 


Although van Paassen, who has often been ‘of 
being Jew, denies that such the case, writes very 
sympathetically and considerable length the Jewish 
” 
problem”, and the need for Jewish homeland. This 
was the underlying theme The Forgotten Ally. 


Despite the fact that the author was not Holland 
the time the Nazi occupation, writes the under- 
ground movement some detail, and would 
natural, how much this fictional 
and how much factual hard determine, since the 
author has stated introductory note the volume 
that the names individuals and localities have been 
changed. One not sure, for example, whether 
presenting the account the latter life his friend, 
Alfons Boogaert, fact something else. The 
Catholic playmate later became Catholic missionary, 
and was killed crucifixion Japanese soldiers, the 
Solomon Islands. almost equally harrowing account 
given the last hours his Jewish playmate, David 
Dalmaden, who later became physician, and who, with 
the 130 Jews Gorcum, was transferred the Nazis 
the Jewish ghetto Warsaw. Only five the entire 
group eventually survived. Most the men died, did 
David Dalmaden, fighting the Germans. This Jew, and 
the others who were trapped with him their last place 
refuge Warsaw, used box dynamite destroy 
themselves and the German who were storming 
the stairs seize the Jews who had managed, 
ruse, acquire firearms and explosives for last desperate 
attack upon the Nazis. 


Apart from passages indicating dislike for the Catholic 
Church and for some its and apart from some 
very plainly written passages, the book will read with 
good deal interest adults. Friendly Russian 
Communism, hostile all forms Fascism, van Paassen 
hammers away the evil forces operating men’s hearts, 
since rightly convinced that these evils could 
removed, earth could fair. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Thompson, Era Bell. American Daughter. University 
Chicago Press. Apr. 22, 1946. $3.00. 


Era Bell Thompson, born Des Moines, Iowa, Vir- 
ginian parents, mixed racial origin. she puts it, 
“In father’s mulatto veins flowed also the blood Dutch- 
man, Frenchman and couple Indians. Pop had 
claim two Indians make for the Cherokee chief 
who was mother’s grandfather and cover that 
touch Chinese couldn’t account for”. 


American Daughter, which Miss Thompson’s auto- 
biography date, her mother rather shadowy figure, 
but her father’s verbal portrait vivid and convincing. 
Clever, energetic, fond change, with gift for ingratiat- 
ing himself with white and colored alike, Tony Thompson 
was born succeed—but not stay successful. 
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Era Bell was very young when her father gave his 
restaurant Des Moines adventure into farming 
North Dakota. Her earliest clear memories are how 
she and her three brothers reacted life that strange 
land beauty and bleakness, blizzards and fertility. 
Here her mother died and her father, abandoning farming, 
opened second-hand store Bismark. Then died 
also, and Era Bell was left make her own way. She 
was better prepared than most girls her age 
and race. She had had more less haphazard educa- 
tion, including term North Dakota University. 
She had worked various (usually short-lived) jobs. And 
she had made many acquaintances, good, bad 
different. 


Then came the great event her life: Grand Forks 
Era Bell met the Rev. Richard Riley, Methodist clergy- 
man, who believed education for everybody and 
square deal for underdogs. employed her his home, 
treated her human being, and made possible her 
entrance into Dawn College, Methodist school Iowa. 
After graduation, Era Bell went seek her fortune the 
depression-ridden Chicago 1933. Through various ad- 
ventures job-hunting, she finally found her place with 
the United States Employment Service where she still 
remains. 


American Daughter pleasantly written, and, while not 
disguising its author’s pain and resentment racial dis- 
criminations, free from bitterness and exaggeration. 
There are few slips word usage, but Miss Thomp- 
son writes “purgatory” for “hell’ and “infer” for “imply” 
many more pretentious writers are equally careless with 
less excuse. 


American Daughter will special interest students 
Negro psychology and racial problems. The occa- 
sionally somewhat lurid speech some its characters 
confines adults its recommendation. 

Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Kersh, Gerald. Night and the City. 
and Schuster. Apr. 1946. 372p. $2.75. 


Night life the city London, night life its under- 
world aspects, forms the background Gerald Kersh’s 
latest novel. Mr. Kersh has the ability making his 
characters human beings; not use them simply 
for the purpose action the portrayal sordid scenes 
but show graphically the cause and effect reasoned 
act and emotional impulse. 


When the story opens Harry Fabian already deep 
crime and sin. Living upon his prostitute wife mistress, 
lies and blackmails and spends money freely and reck- 
lessly satisfy his own ego. does not hesitate em- 
ploy some broken-down wrestlers one whom dies, 
Harry had been warned might. Just Harry had 
made plans sell his wife “white slave” deal, she 
caught prostitution round-up and informs Harry 
who too lands the law’s toils. 


foil the hardened Harry Helen Arnold. the 
beginning Helen pure and poor; succumbing the 
temptation little easy money through acting 
night-club hostess she soon becomes victim the habit 
mulcting through sex appeal the playboys the under- 


Simon 


Kersh Slade 
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world who frequent Phil Nosseross’ basement club. Ente; 
Adam the artist whose goal life sculptor 
Adam too goes for the easy money but keeps his 
the goal, despite Helen’s appeal. Her downfall com. 
plete when she changes her preference the flashy Harr 
Fabian just before his own defeat. Adam alone has 
ideal and despite some lapses moving toward 
realization the story ends. 


Night and the City almost perfect example teach. 
ing morality the negative method, that is, showing 
the evil results evil actions. Yet the method tha 
portrayal vivid and harsh and suggestive (cf. 203-5 
that not believe the novel will benefit anyone 
only the very mature would unaffected its 
and scenes and the mature would not waste time upon 


Slade, Caroline. Vanguard. Apr., 


280p. $3.00. 


Peter and Ana, probably Slavish extraction, live 
their fifteen year old daughter Margaret and Ana’s par 
alyzed mother the sums any big city. Peter 
laborer who wishes buy farm and scrimps 
saves, forcing Margaret, under pain frequent beating: 
give him the few pennies she earns odd jobs. Mar 
garet hardened, selfish, cruel, sullen girl who wishe 
escape her father and live the life cheap luxury 
typified movies and stores. some way she has mad: 
contact with wealthy pervert, named Pinky, who pay 
her for her visits. Since normal sexual practices are neve 
involved Margaret has sense doing evil and fea 
that she will sent torture the “Gray House” 
her grandmother, ex-inmate has warned her. 


Margaret. 


Sophie the eldest the six children Jim and Lizzi 
who live the same slum Jim and his 
before him have been steady relief clients though 
now has wartime job factory guard with excellem 
wages. and his wife are, however, somewhat shiftles 
and, though rich good intentions never quite 
managing their income meet current bills 
lay enough aside move into environment 
Their children though are well trained with Sophie 
cheerful, industrious, obedient, helpful and well adjusted 
She too would like bit money help out home 
Pinky persuades Margaret bring him other children 
his club perverts and she begins persuading 
come children’s party. her second visit 
another man Skinny, and that 
ment together with Margaret’s compulsion toward secrec 
throws her into mental shock which results loss 
sanity. Margaret brazens out the whole affair 
revealing the true cause Sophie’s dilemma and, 
though she recognized potential juvenile delin 
quent, official action can taken against her since 
overt act can proven. Margaret leaves home and 
residence the perverts’ quarters where she 
procuress children while enjoying the tawdry luxurie 
which her new life affords. Finally one the 
Sophie’s younger sister Mary, persuaded visit 
house and then spite Margaret’s threats tells 
parents. Pinky and the perverts escape but Margaret 
captured. Although the judge and the social worker 
every means she remains obdurate and will reveal 
her patrons. Finally she sent the reformatory 
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whose gates she collapses from memory the tales 
torture told her grandmother. 


Essentially the book indictment social and 
political system under which little can done stamp 
out these vicious practices. That the answer does not lie 
incarceration shown the fact that Margaret’s ob- 
duracy was only strengthened the other inmates the 
house detention where she was kept while awaiting 
sentence. Psychiatry also seems ruled out because 
the non-co-operative attitude uneducated people to- 
ward it. The school also seemed have little influence 
Margaret. Margaret completely amoral and has 
feeling having done wrong. really workable alterna- 
tive solution offered. Scenes perversion are not ex- 
plicitly treated the book; profanity used several 
occasions; artistically inept; the value the book 
mostly negative. such does not seem suitable for 
general reading but only for mature adults with sociologi- 
cal interests. 


Dorfman, Joseph. The Economic Mind American 
Civilization—1606-1865. Viking. Jan. 14, 1946. xii, 987p. 
Vols. $7.50. 


these volumes, Joseph Dorfman makes substantial and 
unique contribution the cause American scholar- 
ship. His project was ambitious: nothing less than com- 
plete coverage American literature dealing with prob- 
lems economic policy. The two volumes which have 
appeared cover this subject 1865, with the remainder 
already manuscript form. The author uses the year 
1865 dividing point, not only because the profound 
effects the War Between the States, but also because 
the changed orientation American economic life after 
this War. the early period, Dorfman finds much 
economic thought centered about the problems world 
trade. more recent times, the tremendous growth 
the domestic economy had its effect upon thought and 
discussion. 


This scholarly work not history economic thought, 
such histories are usually written. The great names 
the List, and the Tuckers—are duly re- 
corded and their main ideas analysed. But the really 
unusual feature the capturing the thought scores 
lesser lights. reader enabled, were, look 
the problems the early American economy through 
the eyes these thinkers, struggling master the intri- 
cacies finance and commerce pioneer land. 


The richness the study such preclude easy 
generalizations about its contents. the risk being 
arbitrary, might note four recurring themes. the 
first place, there continuous portrayal scholarly re- 
action the general history the times. The great 
and problems our early history provoked ex- 
planation, rationalization, and debate. second general 
derives from the growth economic thought 
abroad. The period question coincides with the early 
economic thought. The theories 
Adam Smith, Ricardo, and Malthus, well the dis- 
sents Marx, Sismondi, and Lauderdale, were eagerly 
noted and debated. Finally, two other major themes, 
centering about the tariff problem and banking and mone- 
theory, enter frequently into discussions the day. 


Dorfman Maura Eustis 


interesting approach this book would note 
the topics which have contemporary relevance. There 
considerable material the reaction the Churches 
economic problems (e.g., pp. ff; 707). discussions 
monopoly, the theory the “just price” was treated 
(pp. 395 ff.). Poor relief was constant problem (pp. 
397-8, 557, etc.). The effect unionization wages and 
employment was debated (p. was con- 
siderable argument the influence the banking sys- 
tem upon depressions (pp. 762-3, etc.). Likewise the 
economic effects income distribution was discussed 
(p. 839). Finally, savage attacks upon price-fixing remind 
one current discussions about the OPA (p. 985). 


The thoroughness the author’s coverage makes the 
volumes difficult read. They are not particularly tech- 
nical, but they are replete with detail that assimilation 
not easy. Because this, they can hardly compared 
with Tawney, Dawson, and other philosophers history. 
They are not likely appeal the average general 
reader. Likewise, they are more suitable for reference 
use than required reading the case students Eco- 
nomics and American History. Hence this reviewer 
would recommend purchase primarily for 
teachers American History American Economic Life, 
and for such students normally acquire reference works 


these fields. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Maura, Sister M., S.S.N.D. Initiate the Heart. 
millan. May 14, 1946. 46p. $1.75. 


Initiate the Heart small delightful lyrics 
well thought out and rhythmically disciplined that 
would difficult separate thought from rhythm 
preferring one over the other. sensory eye and sensi- 
tive ear give the book maturity not ordinarily found 
first collection poems. 


Mac- 


Though grouped under three general the 
Heart”, “This Side the Cloister”, “Weapon Against 
individual lyrics are neither restricted 
nor confined such generalizations. Rather they are 
such reflections nun might make whose active-con- 
templative life can reach out boys pulled man- 
hood before their time the tightening hand war; 
bestow act charity old rabbi crowded 
street car; recite the evening office; read the romantics; 
accepting the splendor the hour white with clematis 
snow”. 


Sister Maura, while one the newest Our Lady’s lady 
lyricists not considered the least when her thought- 
ful contemplations transferred into the active life words 
can sing their quiet beauty into the heart and memory. 


James Gallagher, 
New York City 


Eustis, Helen. The Horizontal Man. 
1946. $2.50. 


Kevin Boyle’s room, the handsome, jestful, boastful 
young literature professor tried desperately escape from 
the mad, indecent proposal being made him and 
bring the situation and his visitor back casualness and 
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Clapper Sale 


sanity. turned away from her voice, poker 
crashed against his skull and dropped front his 
fireplace. Two hours later, Leonard Marks, 
awkward newcomer the English department faculty, 
found him there, one sleeve already smoking 
close contact with the coals. Only two people mourned 
his death with sincerity: forlorn little Molly Morrison, 
freshman who was suffering from deep-rooted father- 
complex; and scholarly Professor Hungerford, who for all 
his fifty-odd years had nourished mother-complex. 


Other members the college campus were interested, 
however. Particularly, red-headed Freda Cramm, wealthy, 
outspoken, and free-living, who was known have quar- 
relled noisily with the murdered philander. 
Bainbridge was regretfully concerned about the unfavor- 
able publicity which would come his girls’ college, but 
even more seriously alarmed Molly’s collapse after 
the murder was announced. his calling the 
capable psychiatrist, Dr. Forstmann. Naturally, the stu- 
dent body was agog; and newspapers hastily sent re- 
porters pump and probe and exercise their imaginations. 


many respects the book radical departure from the 
usual murder pattern. For example, the nearest thing 
detective which the story provides the team that grew 
out reporter’s meeting senior student who was 
majoring psychology. And the chief comedy relief 
furnished these same two, with some inept assistance 
from the inhibited Leonard Marks, Ph.D. Lacking also 
central figure who relates the story upon whom the 
plot centers. Instead, omniscient author tells all, using 
little scenes and episodes the days several char- 
acters, and flashbacks previous years. Yet the story 
does not lack unity balance. Moreover, the reader’s 
sympathy and respect are always with the murderer, both 
before and after his identity known; but the ethical 
code never violated that regard. 


The author unusually skilled individualizing her 
characters and particularly fortunate, for woman, with 
her male characters. Suspense -is admirably sustained, 
favorite device for which consists abruptly-ending chap- 
ters. the denouement, large part the surprise 
shock achieved concluding chapter the middle 
scene, and the reverse page following with 
complete new chapter less than twenty-five lines. 


Evidently familiar with campus and faculty life, the au- 
thor this her first book has done clever caricature 
faculty relationships and student jargon, hang-outs and 
dormitory life. Most conspicuous phase her clever- 
ness however has been her alertness cashing the 
current interest matters psychiatric. Whether not 
the reader feels Miss Eustis has violated realism 
attempt commit and solve crime hocus-pocus, the 
fact remains that she has nevertheless written admir- 
ably baffling, entertaining and different story. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Clapper, Olive Ewing. Washington Tapestry. Whittle- 


sey House. Jan. 28, 1946. 303p. $2.75. 


The widow the well known newspaper commentator, 
Raymond Clapper, here gives her review, partly from his 
notes and partly from her cwn memories, political 
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figures and happenings from the First World War 
Second, with particular attention the Roosevelt admin. 
istration. not detect anything particularly new 
deep her interpretation men and events, but 
rather interesting and quite sensible account, useful 
memory refresher and pleasant read. 


three points, well worth special mention, Mrs. Clappe 

rises heights vivid writing and emotional force. 
first these her account Marian Anderson’s 
concert the Lincoln Memorial, which she well paint 
the pervading horror race prejudice, and the glory 
that triumph over it. The second the 
Wendell Willkie’s campaign for the presidency, 
able for its fairness both Willkie and Roosevelt, and 
strong picture Willkie’s personality. The third 

italicized two-page conclusion the book, which 
present situation and prospects for the future are sum 
marized with good sense and strong and correct 
tion moral principles. 

Aside from these points, the book general 
chit-chat, which anyone may take leave with 
and particular benefit soul mind. 


Kenton Kilmer, 
Arlington, Virginia 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---April Selection 


Sale, Richard. Benefit Performance. Simon and 
ter. May 10, 1946. 214p. $2.00. 


There something said for the 
Chandler formula quick-paced action, 
double-cross and triple whipsaw, when the criminal 
denatured and the amorality replaced normal humar 
motivation. Richard Sale does this very deftly 
third detective novel, Benefit Performance. add 
still another grace note ringing new change thi 
old theme double identity that has been good 
comedy from the time Shakespeare horsed around 
the two Dromios, and for melodrama since, say 
Charles Darnay and Sydney Carton, Anthony 
sent his Rudolph Rassendyl throne Ruritanie 
This time Terry Garth, amiable movie star, 
Joshua Barnes, his most unamiable standin, who 
murdered the feature player’s stead. 


The actor has been holing for much needed rest 
his little lodge Arrowhead Lake when 
into consciousness worried agent who conceives 
idea carrying the masquerade protection 
the killer resuming his lethal stalk, this time the 
the real quarry. seems good idea first, 
until gangsters put the finger the pseudo Barnes for 
bad gambling debt, the publicity man gets shot up, 
the now frantic cinema hero held the police 
two murders, his own and the slaying his Back 
fiancée. The denouement logically satisfactory. 


There atmosphere a-plenty, but not the 
sort; the master the house will probably like 
than his dainty chatelaine who need not fear, howev 
any promiscuous profanity dipsomaniac high-jinks 


this rapid-moving and reticent thriller. 
Charles Brady, 


Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 
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